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Public  Health  Department, 
30th  November,  1959* 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CONNAH'S  QUAY. 

Ladies  & Centlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Connah’s  Quay  Urban  District  for  the  year  1958. 

The  estimated  population  for  mid-year  1958  is  7 <1850  an  increase  of  80  on  the 
figure  for  1957*  The  birth  and  death  rates  are  based  on  this  estimated  mid-year 
population. 

For  estimating  birth  and  death  rates  for  comparison  with  rates  from  other 
Districts  and  the  rates  for  England  and  Yifales,  a comparability  factor  is  given  by 
The  Registrar  General  allowance  being  made  for  the  age  and  sex  distribution  in  the 
District.  This  factor  in  1958  being  0.95  for  births  and  1.38  for  deaths.  Since 
no  useful  purpose  is  served  by  showing  crude  rates  this  will  be  discontinued. 

The  total  number  of  births  during  1957  was  159,  46  more  than  in  1957 , giving  an 
adjusted  birth  rate  of  19 « 2 per  1,000  population  as  compared  with  a rate  of  14*3  in 
1957°  For  comparison  with  the  birth  rate  of  16. 4 for  England  and  Wales  for  1958. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  71  as  compared  with  69  in  1957  , giving 
a death  rate  12. 4 per  1,000  population  as  compared  with  a rate  12.7  for  the  district 
in  1957?  and  a rate  of  11. 7 for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  under  review. 

There  were  ^ deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  during  1958,  giving  a 
rate  of  19*5  Per  1,000  live  births,  compared' with  a rate  of  22.5  per  1,000  live 
births  for  England  and  Wales  during  the  year,  and  a rate  of  17*7  per  1,000  live 
births  in  this  district  during  1957 « 

The  principal  cause  of  death  was  disease  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system. 

Of  the  71  deaths  during  the  year  33  occurred  from  disease  of  the  heart  and  circula- 
tory system,  i.e.  46.4  per  cent  of  all  deaths.  Cancer  accounted  for  13  deaths, 
i.e.  19.3  per  cent  of  all  deaths.  Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases 
accounted  for  8 deaths,  i.e,  11.2  per  cent  of  all  deaths,  so  that  these  three  main 
groups  of  diseases,  i.e.  disease  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  cancer  and 
respiratory  infections  accounted  for  76.9  per  cent. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  compared  with  a death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  of  89  per  million  population  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  11  per 
million  population  for  other  forms  of  tuberculosis. 

There  were  2 deaths  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus,  and  11  deaths  from 
other  forms  of  cancer. 

Again  there  were  no  deaths  from  diphtheria  nor  from  other  infectious  diseases. 
With  regard  to  infectious  diseases  there  were  3 cases  of  scarlet  fever,  the  same  as 
in  1957 • There  were  no  deaths  and  no  serious  complications  from  these  cases  of 
scarlet  fever.  There  was  1 case  of  whooping  cough  notified,  there  being  no  cases 
in  1958.  During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  fresh  cases  of 
tuberculosis  notified,  13  cases  being  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with  6 
in  1957*  1 case  each  of  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis,  cuebrospinal  meningitis  and 

pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year. 

The  milk,  ice  cream  and  water  samples  taken  during  the  year  were  satisfactory. 


Daring  most  of  the  year  the  Council  were  without  the  services  of  a Surveyor 
due  to  the  illness  and  death  of  Mr.  Collier,  and  during  this  period  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  was  Acting  Surveyor  with  the  result  that  some  routine  duties  were 
delayed,  and  the  educational  activities  vrere  greatly  reduced. 

Housin  g and  Slum  Cleaianoe 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  five  year  programme  of  slum  clearance  was 
continued  and  five  clearance  orders  involving  26  houses  were  confirmed  by  the 
Minister.  A Public  Inquiry  was  held  in  respect  of  one  of  these  areas  before 
confirmation. 

To  conclude,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I mus-1-  thank  all  members  of  your  Health 
Committee  for  their  continued  support,  and  in  particular,  your  Chairman,  Councillor 
M.  Thomas,  who  was  particularly  helpful  during  the  year.  I should  also  like  to 
thank  your  Clerk,  Mr.  L.  Williams,  and  indeed  all  your  officials,  who  gave  me 
their  continued  and  willing  help  during  the  year, 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  placing  on  record  my  thanks  to  your 
Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  C.  Stoddard,  for  his  help  during  the  year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(sgd.)  A.  CATHCAKT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


c 
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SECTION  A 


Statistics  and  Social  Condit ions  of  the  Area 

Area  4>2l8  acres 

Population  7 >850 

Rateable  Value  £574*641 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  £2,338 


Social  Conditions 

The  Urban  District  of  Connah's  Quay  is  on  the  Southwest  bank  of  the  River 

Dee. 

The  climate  is  temperate  in  all  seasons,  making  the  winter  somewhat  mild 
and  giving  the  district  a hea,lthy  aspect. 

There  is  very  little  unemployment  in  the  district. 


Vital  Statistics 


1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

M F 

M P 

M P 

M P 

Li^c  Births  117 

^28 

113 

159 

Legitimate  114  64  50 

121  68  53 

105 

51  54 

155  79  76 

Illegitimate  33  - 

7 2 5 

8 

4 4 

4 

2 2 

Birth  Rate  Per  1,000  Population 

Connah's  Quay  15. 1 

16,3 

14,3 

19.2 

England  & Wales  15.0 

15.6 

16,1 

16.4 

Still  Births 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Stillbirths 

C onnah 1 s Quay  40 . 9 

15*4 

34a 

25.4 

England  & Wales  23.2 

22,9 

22.5 

21.6 

Death  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

Connah's  Quay  8,5 

0,0 

17.7 

19.5 

England  & Wales  24.9 

23.7 

23.1 

22.5 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 

Total  57 

65 

69 

71 

Connah's  Quay  7*7 

12.0 

12.7 

12,4 

England  & Wales  11,7 

11.7 

11.5 

11.7 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OP  BIRTH  RATES 

Year  Connah's  Quay 

England  & 

1955 

15.1 

15.0 

1956 

16,3 

15.6 

1957 

14.3 

16.1 

1958 

19.2 

16,4 

DEATHS 

M 

P 

Total 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  causes 

40 

31 

71 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

- 

- 

- 

Deaths  from  Cancer  of  Lungs  and 

Bronchus  2 

- 

2 

Deaths  from  other  for^s  of  Cancer  6 

2 

8 

Deaths  from  Measles 

- 

- 

- 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

c 


o Comparative  Table  of  Crude  Deaths 

Year  Conn ah1 s Quay  England  & Wales 

1955  “ 7 *7  11.7 

1956  12,0  il,7 

1957  12.7  11.5 

1958  12.4  11.7 


DEATHS  1958 


Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

Male  3 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

- 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infections 

- 

-- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

2 

- 

2 

" " , Lung,  Bronchus 

2 

■- 

2 

" ” , Breast 

- 

3 

3 

” ” , Uterus 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Malignant  and  Lympuatic  Neoplasams 

4 

2 

6 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

- 

- 

- 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

2 

8 

10 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

5 - 

2 

7 

Hyper tension  with  Heart  Disease 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Heart  Disease 

1 

5 

6 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

5 

2 

7 

Influenza 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

Bronchitis 

7 

1 

8 

Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System 

- 

- 

- 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

- 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

- 

- 

- 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

- 

- 

- 

Carried  forward  30 
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26 


56 
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DEATHS  1958  (Continued) 


Males  Females  Total 


Brought  forward 

30 

26 

56 

Hyperplasis  of  Prostate 

1 

- 

1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

- 

- 

- 

Congenital  Malformations 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

3 

4 

7 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

5 

- 

5 

All  other  Accidents 

1 

- 

1 

Suicide 

- 

- 

- 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

_ 

— 

— 

All  Causes 

40 

31 

71 

SECTION  B 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services 

in  the 

Area 

STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  A.  Cathcart,  M 

.B.Ch.B 

0,  D.P.H., 

D.T.M. 

Public  Health  Inspector  C.  Stoddard,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Qualifications?  (a)  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  the  S.I.E.J.B. 

(h)  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Certificate  for  Inspection 
of  Meat  and  Other  Foods . 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Buckley  U.D.C.,  Hawarden  R.D.C.  and  Overton  R.D.C.,  and  is  also  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Public  Health  Inspector  is  full-time  and  is  responsible  for  the  supervision 
of  Refuse  Collection  and  Salvage,  work  under  Public  Health  Acts,  Housing  Acts, 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955?  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949?  Pet  Animals  Act, 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  Clean  Air  Act,  and  is  responsible  for  inspections  under 
Factories  Act,  1937?  which  includes  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire. 


Clerical 

The  conditions  are  similar  as  those  mentioned  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1952, 
the  Public  Health  Inspector  keeping  routine  continuity  of  the  Department. 

laboratory  Facilities 

HT  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Conway. 

(2)  Royal  Infirmary,  Chester. 

(3)  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Birkenhead. 

Nursing  in  Home 

*The  nursing  of  non-inf ectious  sick  is  carried  out  by  the  District  Nursing 
Association  and  home  help  is  provided  in  the  district. 

Clinics 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  weekly  at  the  Drill  Hall,  Connah' s 

Quay. 


Hospitals 


The  Liverpool  Hospital  Regional  Board  (which  includes  Chester) 
Clwyd  and  Dseside  Management.  Committee. 
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SECTION  C 


Circumstances  in  the  Area 


WATER 

Present  Supply  and  Description  of  Works 

The  district  is  supplied  with  water  from  two  sources,  the  greater  part  comes 
from  tappings  on  the  Birkenhead  Aqueduct,  and  is  passed  directly  to  the  district. 

The  remainder  of  the  water  is  taken  from  the  Council ' s own  Gathering-Ground  at 
the  Waterworks. 

The  Waterworks  comprise  wooded  under-drained  Gathering  Ground  of  some  12  acres 
in  extent,  from  which  a main  drain  conveys  water  to  a chemical  house  and  coagulation 
tanks.  Prom  these  tanks,  water  passes  into  two  storage  reservoirs  of  100,000  and 
250,000  gallons  capacity  respectively,  and  is  pumped  through  two  pressure  filters 
and  base  exchange  type  softener  to  a treated  water  storage  tank  of  100,000  gallons 
capacity?  the  filtered  water  is  chlorinated  on  route  from  the  softener  to  the 
storage  tank. 

Quantity 

121 , 931 *000  gallons  were  supplied  to  the  district?  of  this  quantity 
8l*175?000  gallons  were  from  the  Birkenhead  Aqueduct  and  40,756,000  gallons  from 
the  Council’s  own  Gathering-ground. 

Quality 

18  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  these  were  satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  sewa ge  is  turned  untreated  from  various  outfalls  into  the  River  Dee  and 
at  present  a Consulting  Engineer  is  preparing  a Sewerage  Disposal  Scheme  for  the 
whole  area. 

River  and  Streams 

The  outlets  of  two  streams  into  the  river  are  contiguous  with  the  outlets  of 
the  sewerage  and  at  high  tide  this  causes  lack  flooding  of  the  streams  with  a 
consequent  deposit. 

Public  Cleansing 

Public  cleansing  is  carried  out  satisfactorily. 

Refuse  Col lection  and  Disposal 

A weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  was  maintained  during  the  year. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  a centrally  situated  site. 
The  tip  is  levelled  daily  using  a Ferguson  tractor  fitted  with  an  earthmover  blade, 
and  covering  material  is  obtained  from  a sandpit  owned  by  the  Council. 

Insecticides  are  used  to  control  insects,  and  rodent  operator  carries  out  regular 
control  measures  against  rats. 

Smoke  Abatement 

Some  observations  and  visits  were  made  concerning  excessive  emission  of  smoke 
from  factories  and  this  excess  was  not  due  to  defective  structure  for  combustion, 
but  chiefly  to  methods  of  firing. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  and  pools  in  the  area.  Open  air  bathing  takes 
place  in  the  River  Dee  and  during  the  summer  months  beach  guards  are  appointed 
during  school  holidays.  The  nearest  indoor  swimming  baths  are  5 miles  away.  The 
Council  have  however,  plans  in  hand  for  the  erection  of  a Swimming  Bath  and 
Assembly  Hall  on  the  Civic  Centre  Site  at  Wepre  Drive. 

Rodent  Control 

During  the  year  rodent  control  measures  were  carried  out  by  a nan  employed 
jointly  as  rodent  operator  and  tip  attendant,  and  the  following  work  wras  carried 
out  during  1958. 

Premises  inspected 

Premises  found  infested  by  rats  or  mite 
Premises  treated  by  Local  Authority 
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1264 

201 

191 
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SECTION  D 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases  Generally 

Scarlet  Fever  cases  are  isolated  at  home  where  satisfactory  isolation  is 
obtained,  other  cases  are  sent  to  hospital.  Premises  where  infections  occurred 
were  disinfected. 

Bedding  from  deceased  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  destroyed,  payments 
beirg  made  to  owners. 

Notifications  (Other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1958 
Measles  17 

Scarlet  Fever  3 

Poliomyelitis  (NP)  1 

Whooping  Cough  1 

Cuebrospinal  Meningitis  1 

Pneumonia  1 

Tuberculosis 

New  cases  notified: 

Pulmonary  - 13  Non-Pulmonary  - 0 Total  - 13 


SECTION  E 


Food  Supervision 

(l)  Number  of  Food  Premises  in  Area 


Butchers  Shops  9 
Licensed  Premises  10 
Cafes,  Restaurants,  et©<>  5 
Canteens  & School  Kitchens  5 
Fish  Friers  5 
Fishmongers  3 
Greengrocers  & Fishmongers  4 
Greengrocers  5 
Grocers  14 
Bakehouses  3 
General  Shops  24 
Manufacture  of  cooked  meats 

and  Sausage  4 
Wholesale  Meat  Supply  1 


(2)  Number  of  Premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

(a)  For  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice 


cream  (complete  cold  mix)  1 

(b)  For  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  16 

(c)  For  the  manufacture  of  cooked  meats  and 

sausages  7 

(3)  Number  of  Inspections  of  Registered  Food  Premises 
Ice  Cream  Premises  29 

Manufacture  of  cocked  meat  and  sausages  68 


(4)  Educational  Activities 

Publicity  material  was  distributed  to  various  food  premises  and  school 
and  was  also  displayed  in  the  windows  of  the  Headquarters  of  the  local  detachr.es 
of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  by  the  kind  permission  of  the  Commandant,  and 
talks  were  given  to  the  staffs  of  various  food  handling  businesses  during  visits 
to  the  premises. 
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(3)  Method  of  Dispos al  of  Condemned  Food 

(a)  Timed  goods  etc#  are  buried  in  the  Council  refuse  tip  after  all 

containers  have  been  opened. 

(b)  Meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the  Slaughterhouses  in  the  District  is 

dyed  and  the  owners  are  permitted  to  dispose  of  it  to  an  animal 
by-products  firm  in  a neighbouring  district. 

(6)  No  special  examinations  were  made  of  any  stock  or  consignment  of  food. 

(7)  Ice  Cream  Heat  Treatment  Regulations 

Samples  were  taken  from  'j&e  dealer  registered  to  manufacture  ice  cream  by 
the  complete  cold  mix  method  and  from  retailers  registered  for  the  storage  and 
sale  of  ice  cream,  samples  of  ice  cream  and  ice  lollies  were  reported  on  as 
follows  g 

Ice  Cream  Grade  I 9 samples 

Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV  - 

Ice  Lollies  B.  Coli  & Staph  Aureus  Absent  - 3 samples 

" ” " Present  - - 

All  registered  retailers  sell  prepacked  ice  cream,  a number  of  retailers  from 
outside  the  area  visit  the  district  in  the  evenings  and  at  week-ends  selling 
loose  ice-cream.  Inspections  of  these  vehicles  were  made  from  time  to  time,  and 
while  facilities  for  providing  hot  water  were  usually  available,  these  were  not 
always  being  used.  This  was  taken  up  with  the  re  faille  rs  concerned  and  improvements 
obtained,  but  due  to  frequent  changes  of  staff  this  improvement  was  not  always 
maintained  without  constant  inspection. 

(8)  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations 

There  was  some  improvement  in  the  handling  of  food,  several  food  shops  being 
refitted  using  hygienic  materials. 

There  has  been  a marked  improvement  in  the  handling  of  food,  but  the 
difficulty  of  ensuring  that  staff  always  use  the  facilities  provided  still  persists 
in  some  instances.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  selling  of  food  stuffs  from 
vans  - the  majority  of  these  traders  prepare  and  wrap  various  goods  before- 
setting  out.  Some  of  these  vehicles  were  not  satisfactory  but  improvements  have 
been  obtained.  The  problem  of  these  mobile  shops  is  likely  to  remain  until 
development  is  sufficient  to  warrant  shopping  centres  on  the  new  estates. 

(2.)  Meat  Inspection 

There  are  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  of  which  two  are 
small  premises  handling  the  requirements  of  the  occupiers,  and  the  other  slaughter- 
house is  operated  by  a wholesale  supply  company  which  supplies  meat  in  the  Deeside 
area,  and  part  of  Cheshire.  Most  of  the  slaughtering  is  carried  out  in  the  late 
afternoon  and  evenings  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays  and  Sunday  mornings  and 
afternoons.  To  carry  out  an  efficient  inspection  of  this  meat  it  has  been  necessary 
for  the  inspection  to  be  made  outside  normal  hours,  and  4® 5 hours  overtime  were 
worked  during  the  year. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Car tie 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

1205 

109 

12557 

2490 

NIL 

Number  inspected 

1205 

109 

12557 

2490 

NIL 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  & Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

3 

NIL 

NIL 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

230 

22 

NIL 

312 

57 

NIL 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

19  S9f> 

20,02$ 

0.00$ 

2.51$ 

2,29$ 

0,00$ 
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Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

10 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

21 

NIL 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.83  i 

0.92% 

NIL 

NIL 

C.84^ 

NIL 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Other  Foodstuf fs  condemned 

Items  of  Food  weighing  - 177  lbs.  6 ozs. 

Shellfish  (Mollusc an) 

There  are  no  shellfish  bads  in  the  area. 


Summary  of  visits  made  by  Public  Health  Inspector 

Houses  - Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Factories  Act  - Power 

Factories  Act  - Building  Operations 

Factories  Act  - Escape  in  Case  of  Fire 

Infectious  Disease 

Rodent  Control 

Slaughterhouses 

Bakehouses 

Cafes ? Restaurants  and  Canteens 

Grocery  Shops 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Wet  Fish  Shops 

Greengrocery  Shops 

Butchers  Shops 

Licensed  Premises 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

Moveable  Dwellings 

Schools 

Miscellaneous 


510 

120 

52 

24 

18 

8 

83 

557 

12 

22 

42 

8 

2 

20 

104 

12 

29 

41 

10 

2 

120 
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